Factors associated with the dental visiting habits of adolescents in the west of Scotland.
Although little detailed research has been conducted into the factors affecting the dental visiting habits of adolescents, there is evidence that the utilisation of dental services is related to social class background. Amongst the data collected for the 15-year-old cohort of the 'West of Scotland Twenty-07 Study' is information relating to dental visiting and the utilisation of dental services. The results show that while there is an independent adolescent dimension, including gender and smoking, which influences dental visiting, the most important influence is that resulting from the parents' own dental visiting habits. Combined with smoking, this accounts for the social class difference found. It is clearly the case that parents continue to exert an influence on their children well into the adolescent period.